
Mario Frucci
Monticello Class of 2009

What is Your Job Title? 
Operations and Maintenance Inspector
Weather Officer

How Would You Describe What You Do? 
I am the a drainage inspector of a 133 mile open-channel 
drainage system. I am responsible for inspections of those 
open channel systems on a 5 year cycle.

As a weather officer, I compile meteorological data and 
produce reports about changes in precipitation from 
historical trends. I have a fancy weather station that 
collects data for me and I organize it to display rainfall 
and snow-water equivalency and compare those to 
historical trends.

Where Do You Work?
Coon Creek Watershed District in Ham Lake, MN

What is the Watershed District? 
● It is a designated MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer Systems)
● People like me use principles rooted in science 

(geology, hydrology, physics) to maintain a 
hydrologic balance and protect water quality for 
the safety & enjoyment of citizens and preservation 
and enhancement of wildlife habitat.

● I also oversee and coordinate projects as they 
relate to groundwater and surface water drainage 
systems, water quality, and flooding.

Where did you go for post-secondary education?
Bemidji State University (2009-2011) then                                                       
St. Cloud State University (2011-2015)

As the type of rainfall we get changes with climate change it’s important to understand why rainfall distribution matters. Some areas 
receive only a 0.25 inch  rain event while others on the other side of the town receive multiple inches in the same time. (We use science to 
guide our management style and decision making.)



How/Why did you choose this field? When did you know? 

I transferred to SCSU after two years at Bemidji State, so I already felt like I was 
behind. I was actually going to school to be a high school Earth and Space Science 
teacher. As part of my curriculum I needed to take 6 credits (two semester-long 
classes) in each of the sciences (physics, chemistry, biology, meteorology, etc.) 

I took a Field Geology course that took us out in the field to identify different rock 
types and geologic landforms all over the state (This was my fourth fall Semester 
in school). After that semester I decided to change my major to Earth Science with 
a Concentration in Environmental Geology and I got a minor in Hydrology. 

It was the next semester that I heard about an internship with the City of St. 
Cloud in the Stormwater Utility department, which I applied, interviewed for, and 
got offered the job. That’s when I knew…I realized that was the type of work that I 
wanted to do. I wanted to work with Water, stormwater in particular.



Bank Stabilization Project in Coon Rapids, this 
project is projected to reduce total phosphorus 
(TP) and total suspended solids (TSS). 

This stretch of Creek a large source of pollution 
to Coon Creek which feeds directly into the 
Mississippi.

Taking survey of 
a road crossing 
over one of our 
Public Ditches, 
Fall 2017

“On the Job” 
photos



Mario Today
(Itasca State Park)

What Do You Like Best About 
Your Job? 

I have a great deal of variety in my job 
and it gets me outside. I am outside at 
least two days a week. I also get to use 
my well-rounded science background 
on a regular basis, always sharpening 
my tools in my toolbox (and my 
co-workers get my science puns).



Influential Monti Teachers
Mr. Kortenkamp at the HS- he was the 
one who made science fun for me

Favorite Activities in School
Hockey
Golf

What advice do you have? 
“Be willing to do today what others won’t, 
so you can do tomorrow what others 
can’t.” not sure who said it first, but I love 
this quote.

High School Mario
(Monti High School)


